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Anyway, 31 Dec. 2020 was the first day that new cases of COVID-19 in Tokyo were more
than 1,000, exactly 1,300. Japanese government and Tokyo metropolitan office recommend us
to stay home on new year holidays, and not to visit the relatives. It is unusual---. But,
according to TV, train stations and airports are empty. It is Japanese style for people to
understand Governmental recommendation.
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31st December celebrations were mostly subdued in India. All the big cities had night
curfew imposed and there were restrictions on public gatherings. This forced us to remain
inside our homes on new year eve.
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Here in The Netherlands cases are over 10.000 every day, we are still in the second wave.
All restaurants, pubs, non-essential shops closed, and at Xmas and New Years Eve no more
visitors allowed than 3 except for own household. So it was a quiet festive season, with Netflix
and good food together on the couch with my wife and to our joy my son came over from
Switzerland!
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In Thailand, the pandemic situation became serious again after we have no domestic infection
for a long time. Now we're under the situation of partial lockdown again. Hope we could pass
this together well soon.
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Concerning the COVID-19 situation; I can conclude that I was too optimistic when you first
asked me about this. (f53#E & A3 #IZ COVID19 DR A BT & 72 & =13, FAURENE X
e BnET,)

Sweden is struggling to keep the spreading under control, and we are not succeeding. The
most obvious reason for many cases and many deaths was that our elderly care homes were
badly managed, from governmental delegation down to how staff was trained, organized,
equipped and informed. Many of the elderly who died were dementia patients. But another
reason 1s that there are groups of people who do not take their share of responsibility to avoid
the spread of the virus. There has been some limitations to what type of restrictions the
government can impose on people and businesses. But from 10:th of January 2021 some
changes in laws will give them stronger instruments to close down parts of the society since it
is now clear that recommendations from experts and government are not followed. Number of
cases hospitalized are higher than during the spring of 2020 but the share of those who leave
ICU alive has drastically increased. I stay at home. I have not been to my workplace or any
physical work meeting since March last year. Me and my wife go to shops, but avoid the
crowdy hours. We go late at evenings.
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In Italy we're in the second wave that is now decreasing (but with a number of
10.000-15.000 of infected per day) and we're worried of a possible third wave. For this reason
Italy 1s divided into red, orange and yellow areas with decreasing limitations in mobility. For
example during the Christmas holiday all Italy was a red area and it was possible to move
within the municipality only for basic needs (to go in the food store, pharmacy, etc) and it was
not possible to move outside the municipality. In addition everybody had to stay at home after
10 pm.
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The year-end short vacation was on a rather subdued note for me too as I could not travel
back to India to visit my family due to the current pandemic and travel restrictions. So I spent
a few days at my home in Bangkok just to unwind. The new year brought in increased cases in
Bangkok (and Thailand) too, so our university has announced to work-from-home at least
until 31 January (and from past experience, this will most likely be further extended as the
end of the month approaches). Classes must be conducted online. All meetings and student
consultations will be online too. Well, that seems to be what most governments are capable of
thinking at this time. So one has to follow.

I am more comfortable speaking with people in person though I do understand the
advantages of online communication, especially if it involves long-distance travel. I think
sitting in front of my laptop all day is not good for my eyes or my mental health. Also,
working-from-home tends to remove the distinction between "home" and "work" which is
detrimental to family health. But reluctantly, we have to keep going on this way until a better
(more sensible) solution can be found.
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With much luck, my family and I have been saved from the COVID pandemic till now. The
situation in Europe, and particularly in Belgium where I live, is not easy but there are high
hopes for the vaccines that are now started to be distributed.
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I spent x-mas back home in Austria, where I was able to enjoy our own mountains - as you
can see below ! The situation is still difficult all over Europe, though in most places numbers
are going down, except for some such as the UK, NL etc. We are still in lockdown both in
Belgium and Austria and no immediate relieve in sight. That doesn’t really affect our work on
issues related to Circular Economy and LCA. Our preparations for the Green Claims and
Product Policy Initiatives are going forward and should be adopted this year.

(FUIA—A NI TIZR-TZ VAT AZMI LE Lz, ®E, &7 &7 EI3RITE LU IR
T, NAF—(L A=A NI THEER Yy VX T TRLSRDLIICAXEFA, LI, —
Fad—xa /) IR LCADHEFIZIFEERHY FHA TV —v 7 LA LRy hRY v
—f = ‘/73&7°0>E{f*%@hfb\iﬁ“o SEZINODREAENSTLE D)

FEZE : ZDONIT EC OBREEFDO AN A TY o000

OFEELY1HA4H

We stay at home during the whole holidays (3-days), even not to visit my parents due to the
dozens Covid-19 cases in Beijing now. There is a rule now that do not leave Beijing if not
necessary, and do not hold meetings, events, etc. more than 100 persons. The site seeing
groups organized by travel agencies to visit Beijing between January 1 to February 20 are
forbidden. I am back to office today. However, the meetings from now on will be restricted to
be online only. Others are normal. Chinese people quite understand the restrictions. The
worries are the upcoming Spring Festival which has the biggest numbers of travel annually.
The rule for the Spring Festival has not been announced yet.
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We (TSC) followed the EU PEF project very closely. While there has been some limited
success, I was personally disappointed that they never had a vision for a system that was
scalable. A fully scalable solution can only come from a modular system.

While a typical LCA model of a consumer product has 1000+ unit processes, as our research
(attached) suggests, these unit processes tend to cluster in similar patterns. I once sketched
out that I thought we could model most consumer good supply chains with 50-100 modules
that then might have tunable parameters for further accuracy.
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In Korea, since Mr. Moon, the President of Korea, announced "Carbon neutrality 2050" last
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December, the role of LCA is also becoming more important.

COVID-19 in Korea is spreading again, since there are about 1000 new cases per day.
Accordingly, more strict social distancing is applied. Now, all saunas, health centers are closed.
Restaurants are still open but only until 9 PM. And, a group of more than 5 people are neither
allowed to go to restaurant nor private gathering. The number of attendants for the wedding
is kept under 50. And, people are very worried that the COVID situation is prolonged
because the Korean government do not secure enough COVID-19 vaccine.

The life style is completed changed as is Japan. We did not have Christmas party, year-end
& new year meetings.
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As you know, the status of Covid19 is serious in Korea too. Many people are working in the
house instead of office. Also 1/3 people of our company are working in his/her house for

prohibiting the spread of Covid19.
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In France, we still have more than 20,000 cases per day, so this is still quite serious. I really
hope 2021 will give us more better news, after the vaccine is introduced.
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Our COVID situation is far worse than Japan's - 60,000 new infections today - for the first
time. We have hopes the vaccine will be rolled out quickly.
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Also in Denmark we have more people infected and hospitalised with covid-19 than ever
before. We have > 2000 new infected a day. The Prime minister held a televised press
conference about the situation 2 hours ago. Only 40.000 persons have untill now been
vaccinated.
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We are also on strict home working: but as you know, for a company like Quantis, home
working is pretty easy. We simply lack a bit of social interaction as well as a bit of intellectual
stimulus. But things are fine for the moment.
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Due to COVID we stayed in Bordeaux with my family. No trip to Germany or Spain where
my wife comes from. We made just a short trip to Carcassonne, Béziers and the French
Mediterranean coast.
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As far as France is concerned, people start to get tired of lockdowns and restrictions (maybe
some news tonight towards harder restrictions)...vaccines start to be there, which provide
high expectations! Work practices have changed, and I believe we shall not go back to the
same practices. I have spent my holidays in Britany. Working from that distant (and safer
than in Paris) area is very easy.
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Japan Life Cycle Assessment Facilitation Centre (LCAF)
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