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I got my second shot of the Pfizer vaccine about a month ago. In Belgium, where I work and
live, the situation is improving. The Delta variant did not hit us (yet) and therefore the
government is relaxing the health safety measures.
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People over the age of 60 have been vaccinated. some people of other ages have also been
vaccinated because Korea has a system that is configured for booster vaccinations via real
time online scheduling. Therefore more than 30% of the nation's population has had their 1st
imminizations done within a short time(Korea started its fist vaccination on 2.27)
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At the moment it is a mixed outcome in Australia. Our vaccine rollout has been
comprehensively mis-managed, meaning that Australia currently ranks last out of the 34
OECD countries in terms of percent of population vaccinated. There are a number of
lockdowns in place in different parts of the country due to an outbreak of the delta strain of
the virus: in Sydney, it is now the second week of lockdown, and we will see if it gets extended.
On a more positive side, infection numbers remain low (for example, Sydney recorded 35 new
infections yesterday), so the current lockdowns are to try and eliminate the virus. Personally,
I had the first of my Covid vaccines on the weekend just passed....so I'm now one of the few in
Australia to have been (partially) vaccinated.
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In Denmark a majority of the population has been vaccinated, and everyone who wants
expected to have been vaccinated before September, when all restrictions will end, .... if the
delta mutants will not generate new problems.

Most things are opened, eventually with showing a corona pasport (vaccination or recent
negative test), thus not vaccinated people have to be tested often. Our test capacity is about
100.000 a day.

Our hospitals have together less than 50 covid patients. People are not worried anymore.
Sunday I was in Tivoli with our grandchildren! A lot of space, because the tourists still are
fewer.
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I am fully vaccinated, as are a large part of the adult population. There are almost no more
cases, especially no more cases at ICU. We are still hesitant and generally careful. However,
the EU COVID-19 passport allows us to travel within EU if we are vaccinated. So next week
we plan to go on a trip abroad. We expect a different Europe compared to two years ago, but
we are excited to go, with face masks and alcohol in our luggage. We hope this is the
beginning of the end of this pandemic.
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As I told you some days ago in my last email, things are not so well in Chile, but fortunately

the number of cases are declining but still very high 5000+/day.

We are very afraid with regard to the Delta variance of Covid-19. Three cases were already

reported in the country last week, associated to travelers from abroad.

My family and I, we are all healthy, but little desperate with this very long semi-quarantine .
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Delta variant infections are accelerating but almost all vulnerable groups have been double
vaccinated, so hospitalisations and death rates are low. Vaccine now being offered down to
18 years’ old. Company due to open up completely on Jul 19.
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Kasetsart University has become a vaccination center for BKK. All personnel and students
were asked to get a vaccination. I myself have got 2 doses already. The university was opened
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on 28 June, with a policy of 100% online teaching system. For BKK, the number of cases is
increasing due mainly to the travelling into high-risk areas and contacts among family
members. The covid measures are based on the 70% vaccination (first shot) and using the
bubble-and-seal approach (locking down only the areas with high risks). Schools are still
closed, learning from home. Restaurants are not allowed for seating, only taking away.
Supermarkets open as usual and there is no need to stock any food. My life is settled as a
new normal. Only commuting from home to the university and staying at home over the
weekend. I have to ask for permission from the dean to come to work at university, by
providing the information of a 14-day timeline and the evidence of 2-dose vaccination. I only
met LCA colleagues on the computer's screen through online meetings. On the positive side,
there is no traffic in BKK and I have time in the office for writing the manuscripts.
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COVID-19 situation in India is still not safe. Negative effects of its second wave on
economy, health and in terms of death were much worse than the first wave, Medical
fraternity are still alerting us about the possibility of a third wave of COVID-19, which may
occur anywhere between September- November. Thus, we are still not out of the red.
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The vaccination has helped a bit in the national capital region (NCR) of the Philippines over
the past two months, so it is looking like NCR becomes not too serious. However, the daily
new cases remain high between 4,000 to 7,000; this means the virus cases are rampant in
other cities outside NCR.
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Infections went down to close to zero until 1-2 weeks ago. This is in part due to better weather
and in part due to vaccination (in fact the reductions were similar as last year, when we had
no vaccination).
Government mad then a number of blunders:
- lockdowns very eased quickly, which was reasonable. However, also places that you in Japan
define as CCC (Crowded, closed, close contact) such as large discotheques were opened.
- the CCC locations are supposed to be protected by a Test for access program. People have to
do a fast test 40 hours before entrance and then get a QR code
- this test system has a number of flaws:
a) QR codes can be copied and used by others. There is a lively trade on internet between
youngsters on this.
b) in the 40 hours anything can happen, including infections
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c¢) as a result, on the first night in one club visited by 800 people 200 got an infection (this
obviously is only possible via aerosol transmission, something that our medical establishment
and hence government still seems to deny it can happen).
d) the Test for Access program has tested 300.000 (!) people in a week. Tests are never 100%
reliable (I am a chemist by training) and if a test has 1% false positive, you find 3000 (!)
supposed cases
e) the registration was based on people with symptoms going for a PCR test which gives a
reasonable reliable impression of how many people have COVID. Now the statistics are fully
polluted since we have a new test regime.

With the government usually reacting in panic, my feeling it is a matter of time before we
will see lockdowns again.
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In the Netherlands we are slowly returning for full normal again. Except for distancing,
hand-washing and other basic rules, all other rules have been practically abandoned. 40% of
the population has received 2 shots of vaccination and further roll-out is speeding up.
Nevertheless, the delta variant is increasing the number of infections again but infections
seem merely to be increasing in the group of people between 20-29 years, and hardly
increasing hospitalization.
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Many restrictions were canceled mainly for restaurants, bigger occasions, meetings, festivals,
music and culture. People are asked if they are vaccinated, healed or tested (3G). If yes, they
can benefit from many reductions of restrictions. Travel to different countries is now possible
without quarantine. However, people are concerned on the delta variant and of increasing
numbers in some countries as in UK. The speed of vaccination goes down and the goal of a
meaningful protection of society was raised and is now at 85 % of the society fully vaccinated.
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So still along way to go, mainly for the younger generation.
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The Swiss COVID situation is similar to Germany. However, there is some concern that the
European soccer championship has caused and will cause new infections. I hope that no
COVID problems will occur with the Olympic games in Japan. Personally, I had no COVID
problems.
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COVID-19 has had its up and down. The country on a hole seems to feel we are coming out
of the difficult times, but still more to do to keep the number of cases and deaths low. We were
having a sharp increase in new cases from late March to 15 May. Since then the new cases
have dropped 47%. Older citizens (and full time residences) and people with higher risk are
getting the vaccine shots. Other countries are shipping new vaccine doses to Costa Rica.

The CR government is working to open the country for tourist further. Tourism makes up
9 % of the countries revenue. To gain entry, you have to have health insurance to cover your
medicine costs if you come down with Covid. They now provide the ability for travelers leaving
the country to be able to obtain the COVID-19 test at the airport because some countries (e.g.,
US) are requiring a negative results to come into their country.

CR has also added driving restrictions to limit the amount of folks out and about. It is
determined by the last number of your license plate — even numbers drive on certain days and
odd on other days. Rules and logic change every 2/4 weeks.
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