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We have a mixed scenario in the Philippines. The National Capital Region and its environs,
having seen the worst of the pandemic since 2020, is in a stable state. Vaccine roll-out is in
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progress and the majority of the early cases were in this region, so it is plausible that we have
a few million people with at least partial antibody protection. I am optimistic that the
economy is on the road to recovery. However, the threat of the delta variant must be taken
into account.
The situation in smaller cities in other parts of the Philippines is much worse. Majority of the
new cases are occurring in places that avoided the early impacts of COVID-19 last year.
Unfortunately many of these places also have limited healthcare capacity and have had low
vaccination rates to date. We are struggling to get the outbreak under control in these smaller
cities.
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Since, we are approaching the end of the semester, I had to finish my grading, disclose it and
respond to the students' questions.
COVID situation in Korea is getting aggravated rapidly. Daily new infections above 1000
are 6 days consecutively.
With social distancing measures in the greater Seoul area raised to the highest the level 4
social distancing for two weeks staring from today (July 12th).
Among other restrictions, gatherings of more than two people are banned after 6 p.m., which
is the strictest measure ever imposed by the country since it first reported a COVID-19 case in
January 2020. Meetings of up to four people are allowed during the daytime.
As the nation is grappling with the fourth wave of the pandemic, health authorities warned
the worst may be yet to come.
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I have taken my two shot of Pfiser, but got quite some days of fever. Now slowly recovering.
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I quite hesitate to reply to you because it seems that Thailand in a serious crisis for COVID 19.
The second and third wave of pandemic make us in trouble, more than the first wave. The
vaccines are not enough for everyone (less than 30% for whole population), Luckily, I already
got 2 Sinovac doses. I hope Thailand can get better soon with proper vaccines. For your
information, we opened Phuket in 1st July as a sandbox to re-open tourism. The ultimate plan
is to re-open whole Thailand for foreigners within 2021. To be optimistic, the good news is I
looking forward to see the Olympic broadcast from Japan.
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There are a couple of cases in Yunan now. As the capital and hosts some big events now and
then, Beijing is special than other areas that it has quite strict rules for traveling. If you
travel back from high risk area, you have to be stay at home for 14days; If you travel back
from midimum or low risk area, you have to prepare the COVID test negative report upon you
go back to work. So I am trying to avoid Business traveling started from May. Other than
this, the ordinary life is normal without any inconvience.
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From your first compilation, I can see how wrong I was at estimating the longevity of this
pandemic. Back then I thought the Olympics will be held in a pretty normal form. Now I know
better. I can only wish for a successful global vaccination programme to work as quickly as
possible, to minimize the chances of yet new serious mutations. But I have my doubts.

It is still great to live in times when vaccinations can be developed at will and by design, and
where world leaders actually are capable at acting. I would be happy to see more action,
though.
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we can travel again within EU. This is good for us, because I write you from our holidays in
Sweden. This was not so good for our youngest daughter, who has just finished her chemical
highschool and went for celebration with classmates to Cyprus. She got Covid19, despite
being vaccinated once but it was not too bad in her case. She had to stay 14 days in
quarantene. In general people travel again in EU since July as we have a vaccination pass for
EU citizens. From health aspects many people see this as critical, but economic pressure to
get back to normal is very high.

Many people reduced social interactions, an estimated 10% to 15% had suffered and
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recovered from Covid19 (including non registered cases). Modelers from TU Wien forecasted
already a third wave for autumn but could not trigger adequate response measures.
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