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I think, some of you watched Tokyo Olympic games in TV, and there are my friends in Europe
who enjoyed long journey in Europe.

In Japan, we have the five wave of COVID 19 since Olympic games. We have more than
20,000 of new cases every day in Japan, over 4,000 in Tokyo. The Paralympic games are
continuing by 4th September. We are very worried but I think soon after the Paralympic
games it is expected that the five wave will disappear because vaccination is promoted rapidly
in Japan.

I would like to know how you enjoyed your summer vacation, and then I would like to know
COVID-19 in your country because I want to visit your country on new year holidays.
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In Switzerland, we have a high number of COVID infections, but the hospitals are not
overloaded and, beyond masks, daily life and economy is normal, with many tourists.
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Europe is very varied - we have now 2000 cases on average daily in NL, in Romania where I
holidayed it is 200. Vaccination is going well, in many EU countries reaching 85% of the
adults. It is no panacea though it does not help against transmission - unvaccinated seem to
do this only double the vaccinated.

- vaccinated have much less symptoms and end up a factor 8-10 less in hospitals, IC, or the
graveyard. This brings IFR to 0.1% or so. As we already know it is particularly the elderly
suffering (over 60 count for 97% of the Dutch deaths it seems, and >90% of hospitalization)

- people who have had COVID are much better protected against another infection as those
just vaccinated



- we hence will not kill the virus, and making a difference between those vaccinated and not
for access is useless (indeed the travel scheme in the EU that allows you in in most countries
based on full vaccination is de facto useless, even though it allowed me to cross borders).
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My guess is thus COVID will become endemic, like Spanish flue, Hong Kong flue and some
other goodies we had in the last century. We will have to face that at some point and not steer
on counts of cases anymore, but if we are in a situation where effects like hospitalization or
death are at levels that are manageable and similar to other mild viruses. Here vaccination
helps a lot and is a game changer.
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Education will be open again for groups up to 75 without distance rules. But this will let cases
go up under youngsters (usually not severely affected) but if the government panics with
rising numbers, I predict closure in 3-4 weeks. We had that in June when nighclubs and
disco's could open - the perfect CCC locations and young people were not vaccinated yet, so
even the factor 2 lower transmission was not guaranteed with a very clumsy testing system

- we had situations where 1 person infected 1/3rd of 600 party-goers, cases rose to 10k per day,
in 2 weeks the clubs were closed again. So far for how much foresight our establishment is
capable of.
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Situation in Europe (Austria and Belgium) appears to be under control. Vaccination rates
have reached 70% and those who are vaccinated appear to be largely safe. The 4th wave is
mainly hitting the unvaccinated, but the rates of dead, hospitalised is stable. Life is mostly
back to normal, but we are all worried about the difficult situation in other areas.

Let's hope that your travel plans will be safe !
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We really enjoyed watching the Olympics which were (as expected) well organized. The
Covid infection rate is stable but still rather high, and the R figure is around 1.

If you want to plan a trip to the Netherlands you could get the latest statistics here:
https://coronadashboard.government.nl/ (By the way you and your wife would be very
welcome if it is safe here).
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The inoculation rate is somewhat stagnating to around 80 to 80% who got at least one shot, so
there are around 2 million people above 12 years who have not been vaccinated, as they are
hesitant to do so. Another half million are vaccinated, but due to their health conditions the
vaccination may not be very effective as they cannot generate enough antibodies and other
resistance. So with the R around 1 and winter coming, it may still become a problematic
period ahead. Experts estimate the inoculation rate should be around 90% to stop the Delta
variant. For the rest the life is becoming pretty normal, schools are reopening, no masks,
except in public transport and some other places. The 1.5 meter rule still applies, although
very few people abide to it. Hospital admissions are relatively stable, because of the
vaccinations. Almost all admissions come from people who refused to take a vaccination, and
still people cannot be convinced....
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I enjoyed great holidays travelling around Europe while decently obeying covid19 rules @). In
the Netherlands, we currently have between 2000-2500 cases per day and that is now quite
stable for some weeks. The vaccination level was quickly raised to about 66-85% over the past
7-8 months but is currently stagnating due to difficulties reaching out to youngsters and to
citizens with a migration background and/or in deprived areas. More precisely, the
vaccination level among people aged 18 years and over is currently at nearly 85% for at least
one vaccination, and estimates indicate that 66% of all those aged 18 and older are fully
vaccinated.

Universities are open again, refraining from distancing but with facemask rules when moving
around the building. Everybody is eager to know how this will affect infections or not on the
short and longer term.
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Covid is finally under control here, but everybody is afraid of Delta variant, which already
arrives to the country but is not yet spread. Almost 90% of the population had received at
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least one dose of the vaccine. People over 55 years have been vaccinated since end of July with

the 3rd dose (of AstraZeneca or Pfizer).

As we are in the Southern Hemisphere, we have no summer vacation until January or

February. We are now in the middle of the winter season. During summer vacation if

possible, I want to expend sometime in the forest (Souther Chile) together with my family, in

camping doing outdoors activities as much as possible-

Please let me know when you come to Chile, what a nice surprise!
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Indeed we enjoyed a family trip to Sweden. We departed on July 3rd, prepared with a
certificate that we are vaccinated twice. To our surprise even people that are not vaccinated
could go for travel in EU if they follow at least one of the three requirements [i) vaccinated, ii)
tested or iii) antibodies after Corona infection]. In Austria at the end of August 53% are
vaccinated at least once and 47% are not vaccinated. The rate of non-vaccination is
considerable higher than the average in EU and by far higher than Portugal with 15% non
vaccinated persons. Portuagal has with 85% of population the highest percentage of
vaccinated persons. The worst is Bulgaria with less than 20% vaccinated.
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TZEWOREAEAHEL T, 7TH 3 BICHHE L, B\ Lo, PHEELZIT TORVWAT
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On our way to Sweden by car, we passed three borders, to Czech Republic with no control, to
Germany with no control and we took to ferry to Sweden. Entering the ferry there was no
control. Arriving in Sweden I was happy to show passport and my vaccination pass. So at
least once! Passing borders we received sms on our smartphones that we should register on a
special page if we stay longer.
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Sweden was very nice, the temperature in July not like in Austria 35°C but once in three
weeks over 30°C. To my surprise no obligation for masks in shops. We were the only ones and
most people jumped away as a mask was assumingly considered as a sign that you are a risky
or vulnerable person. This was different in Germany where people had masks in shops and
from Czech Republic were some people had masks but not all.
THOKMRIZA =AY 7D X972 35CTITAR< 3HHIC 1 EIZ30CE2HEAL BT, AV
=T U ETHRENSTETT, B2 Lo, BIETIEYRAZOEFITHY FHATLE, <
A7 LTWDDIIF=HEIT T L, FEAED NI AT BEReANRLCTHWATHDLZ & &
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Back to Austria, many people want to believe that Covid19 is on retreat and life can start in
the mode we know it from 2019 and before. However, daily incidents are similar high like
currently in Japan which is about 1500 new daily cases. Some 40% of cases results due to
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travels from abroad.
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If you would like to celebrate New Year in Austria, I hope it will be possible. Our TU Wien
students aiming to take scholarships in Japan are still very sad as even next semester they
are not allowed to enter Japan for one or two guest semesters.
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In Thailand, we also enjoy the Olympic games and really appreciate the dedication of Japan
to organize this event. It is one of happiness during a very stressful pandemic situation.
Thailand is still in the 4th wave of covid-19 with the delta variant. We have more than 20,000
new cases per day during august. Just the end of August that the new cases per day were
lower than 20,000 but still at the high rate. We hope that the situation will get better soon. 1
also hope to have a vacation on Christmas and new year.
&4Tiﬁ)/t/7%%bhfwi?ﬁ\_@4m/b%ﬁﬁbtﬁﬁ@#%%&¥ﬁ A
BIH L TWET, XTIy 7 WO EFICA R L ADZWVROFT, FEEEELDHZ L
MTEELLL

H A, TNAXRO Iy R 19 OF 4 HERHVTWET, 8 HOM., 1 HH7=0 2 T ALLEDH
BUSE NI CTWET, 7272, 8 ADKDVITIZ 1 Adb7- Y OFBURRESN 2 T AN % Flal-7-
HODMIRE LTEWEIEZ k> TWET, RIA RS EHESIND Z Lo TWET, £z,
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University and many offices continue to work from home 100%. The vaccination situation is
not so rapid in Thailand. We still do not have enough vaccines. Moreover, most of vaccine we
get is the inactivated vaccine which low efficacy. But the government said that they have a
plan to boost the 3rd shot. Now, the medical staff already gets the 3rd shot of the viral vector
vaccine or mRNA vaccine.

Wish you and all LCAF members be safe and hope we can go visit other countries soon.
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We have not had a summer vacation here in Costa Rica - it is in the rainy season - summer for
us is Dec to March. We canceled out trip back to see the kids/grandkids about this time (late
Aug to mid Sept), because of the rapid spread of the delta variant in US and with kids. Too
much of risk all around.
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Here is Costa Rica the number of cases is on the rise as well as the number of hospitalization
and deaths. As of 1 Sept - Costa Rica registered 15,367 new Covid-19 cases during
epidemiological week 34, which spanned August 22-28, according to the Health Ministry. This
represents a 21.8% increase over the previous week and 2,195 daily cases.
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As of August 31, Costa Rica has accumulated 5,506 deaths related to Covid-19. On Tuesday,
the country added 2,581 new cases, while 1,180 people remain hospitalized (450 in the ICU).
Central valley - where most of the population lives, and the major airport has the most cases.
It 1s still here and on the rise. Remember Costa Rica is a small country of around 5 million
people.
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Entry into Costa Rica is allowed if you can show you are fully vaccinated or have purchased
insurance to cover any hospital costs if you come down with Covid-19 while in Costa Rica.
We are allowed to drive 6 out of the 7 days a week but one day during the period of Monday to
Friday, you are not allowed to drive. For us it is Friday.
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My summer vacation has been great. Me and my wife have been traveling from Sweden to
Ttaly on motorcycles, passing through many European countries on our trip. The European
Covid passport has shown to be very meaningful. We have learned that the approach to
pandemic safety varies much between countries. But we have in general felt safe, with most
people respecting distances, using masks and having good access to hand alcohol. There has
been much fewer tourists, though. I could roughly guess that maybe 70% less tourists,
without any true measurement or statistics to back up my guess.
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Sweden has a good ratio of vaccination. 82 percent if the adult population has received one
vaccine shot and 67% is fully vaccinated. Still we are on the rise of a third wave, from low
levels. Good thing is that only 11% of those ending up at ICU are vaccinated, which
underlines that vaccination is necessary. There are pretty lax restrictions now, but we are still
expected and constantly informed of the severity. At my job at RISE (Research Institutes of
Sweden) we are not allowed to travel to physical meetings. I have not been in my office since
March 2020. I am male, 60 years of age, have not (yet) acquired COVID.
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This summer is hard for everyone. We mostly worked from home. Mood and tone are dark in
our daily life. The only bright spot is the Olympic 2020, It's like we got a huge cherry blossom.
Thank you Japan to give us hopes and entertainment. Vaccines are coming for all Thai until
the end of this year. Hope you can visit us for the New Year holidays.

SEORITHEIZE S THN—RNTT, FAEBIRZEAEFETHEEZ L TWE L, HEAIETIE
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I enjoyed watching Tokyo Olympic games. At the same time I was worried about the re-spread
of COVID 19 in Japan and its diffusion into foreign countries.

It's good to know that you plan to visit Korea on new year holidays. Once your itinerary is
fixed, let me know so that we can meet together and enjoy Korean cuisine.

HRAY U Ey 7 OBEER LAE LT, FEZ, COVID 19 2AHARTHIAT L, M HIAE
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On Sep. 3th. the Korean government announced its decision to extend the current social
distancing rules in Seoul metropolitan area for four weeks until Oct. 3. But health authorities
made a few adjustments to the guidelines in consideration of the prolonged distancing
restrictions and the increasing number of vaccinated people, allowing private gatherings of up
to six, but it has to include at least four fully inoculated people. For the unvaccinated or
partially vaccinated, the original restriction of gatherings of up to four until 6 p.m. and
gatherings of up to two after 6 p.m., will remain. Also from Sep. 6th, restaurants and cafes in
the Greater Seoul area will be allowed to stay open until 10 p.m., unlike the past two weeks
when they had to close at 9 p.m.

REEEURIZ 9 H 3 B, Y ULV EHEIEIC KT D2 E < v—v A 10 A 3 A% T 4 W E
RIT2ZE2BELE LD, RMELYFITEHLZE V—VORBILL U 7 F o 5E O Z
FZRLTIA FTA N0 OPOFIEZIMA, 6 NETOTTARX—FREFV EZFFATLEL
Too ¥, REFEE L —HHEMEE 2OV TR, FHR6RFETIT4 AE T, FREFLIRIZ2 AE
TEWSHIREAEZES>TWET, £, 9 A6 HEY, ZLb—F— - YULHDOL X N TR0
7 xld, ZHETO 2 BEIZTH 9 RHCBAIE LTV E L72A, T4 10 ReE TOEENAIGEIC /e
D ET,

The daily tally of COVID-19 infections has stayed in the four-digit range for two consecutive
months since the country’s fourth virus wave broke out in early July. According to the Korea
Disease Control and Prevention Agency, the country logged 1,461 new cases of the coronavirus
from last Saturday. Over 30 million South Koreans have received at least one dose of
COVID-19 vaccine, as the vaccine rollout is gaining speed among the general public. However,
we do have a concern about the vaccination since Korea lags behind vaccination time table
because of the scarcity of the vaccines in Korea.
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The situation is stabilized with a high percentage of vaccinated citizens that should achieve
80% at the end of September. It is now allowed to circulated in the open space without mask,
but we need to wear it in closed and public spaces.

The "green pass" is mandatory on public transport, restaurant, cinema, etc. This is a tool to
showed your correct coverage as vaccination or no more than 48h tests. It is under discussion
a possible extension of green pass use or to ask the vaccination on a mandatory bases.
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From September 1st all general corona restrictions were removed in Denmark, and covid-19
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is not more considered a critical disease. Even nightclubs are open for people with corona
passport (have had the disease, finish vaccination or recent negative test). We have daily
600-1000 new tested positive, and those few hospitalised are mainly non-vaccinated people.
Many non-vaccinated are from not integrated immigrant groups not trusting the authorities
and have difficulties reading Danish. 73% of the population has finished vaccination. Older
people and health workers will get a third vaccine shot during the fall. There is a interactive
vaccination website in Danish updated all the time:
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