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Things here in Chile are in general under control: The percentage of positivity of the PCR
tests in Chile, during the last 24 hours was 2.7%. Active cases sum up 10,518; new cases
decreased by 15% in comparison with the last week.

A traveler from Gana brought the Omicron variant to Chile and this week a new case was
detected; fortunately it was controlled, but we have no doubt that it will spread soon, as
happened with the Delta variant.

On the other hand, more than 90% of the adult population has been vaccinated with 2 doses
and a third of them, also with the third reinforce dose. Children under 3 years of age started
to be vaccinated with the first dose in November.

A vaccination schedule with the fourth dose in 2022 is being evaluated, if the new vaccine
is going to cover the Omicron variant.
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Thailand has been opening the country for more than a month by now. The vaccination is still
ongoing for the first, second and booster dose. Universities and schools are now open with a
hybrid system, both online and on-site. Vaccinated people are keen to go out and the tourism
sector is waking up. I have started travelling with friends, provided that all showed the
negative results from ATK - this is a new normal for getting together though with friends or
family members. Omicron arrived a few days ago, with at least 3 positive cases. The
government has announced that they are strictly controlled people from Africa. Otherwise,
life 1s going on pretty well.
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I am again sorry to be more slow than anyone else in responding to you. But I have my
reasons. I have really tried to interpret the situation. It was going all well. But as everybody
knows, this omicron variant has really changed the situation again. We are seeing an increase
in infections and an increase in hospitalization. The increase is mainly among unvaccinated,
and is spreading among a wider range of age groups. We are again being restricted in our
work traveling, though not a total lock-down. Being 60 years of age it has now come to me
being in line for a third shot of vaccination. I will do this as soon as I can.
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German numbers look not good, but the situation is quite divers across the different regions,
in total around 70000 per day (Dec 8th), which corresponds with an incidence of 427 newly
infected persons per 100 000 inhabitants. Cities in the North like Hamburg or Bremen, have
less than 250 infected per 100 000 inhabitants and the north-german country-side is much
below this, but there are regions, and there are 1500-3000 new infection per day, per 100 000
inhabitants and they have to fly patients needing intensive medical care from Bavaria and
Saxony to Hamburg, Bremen or other hospitals in the North that still have capacity. Today
527 additional deaths have been reported. The big difference is the vaccination rate, which is
not high enough in Germany in total, but even lower in Bavaria (almost 70% now) or Saxony
(around 60% now) compared to over 80% in Bremen or over 75% in Hamburg. Partial light
regional lock-downs are happening - most try to increase working from home again. Policy
seems to focus on getting 3rd vaccinations out, to improve protection against Omicron
(hopefully) - not sure if this will avoid a further lock-down, with closed shops and
hotels .
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the situation in Germany gets worse now. There are 15 mio people without vaccination and
the hospitals have an overload. The restrictions for people without vaccination getting more
and more. They cannot visit shops, restaurants, bars, sport events etc..The goal is to bring
down the infection rates, reduce the workload for hospitals and avoid another lockdown.
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In Denmark the Omicron variant is rapidly spreading and it is expected that it will have
taken over from the Delta variant within a matter of few months. Infection rates are as high
as last year at this time so the high national vaccination rate (app. 80% of whole population)
seems to balance the much higher infection efficiency of the Delta variant. The virus spreads
particularly among school children (who are not yet vaccinated) and their parents, and there
is considerable infection also among vaccinated (mainly Pfizer Biontech) leading to a strong
acceleration of the introduction of the third shot which is now given 5% month after the
second (around 15% have received it now). The severity in terms of intensive care
hospitalizations is considerably below last year's numbers indicating that the vaccinations
protect against severe disease.

Two days ago the government closed night clubs and concerts with more than 50 standing
attendants and reintroduced the requirement of face masks in public transportation and
shops. We are all encouraged to work from home where it is possible and avoid larger social
gatherings.
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