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+ All lessons at universities in Germany were held online. My lesson at TU Dresden was
recorded by me and enables students to listen to my lecture several times. I answered
questions in an additional chat. It is planned to return back to normal in the next semester,
depending on the Covid—19 infections observed in Germany. So far, we have a relative low
number of causalities so we are looking positively in the near future to open the
universities and schools. However, there will be several measures as masks, disinfection,
distancing etc. to keep the numbers on a low level. If hotspots are observed as e.g. in
the slaughterhouse industry very strict local lockdowns are started as soon as the level
of 50 cases per 100.000 inhabitants is reached.
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Universities in Chile are doing all classes online. Labs and practice activities were
suspended during the pandemic crisis. Today, the quarantine was partially completed in most
of the capital of Santiago and also in other cities, but whether schools for children and
the university are going to carry out face—to—face activities during the second semester
of 2020 is still being discussed. Probably, only In March 2021 with the beginning of the
academic year, classes can become normal again. Everyone here is waiting for a vaccine to
appear, because

people are very afraid that new cases may arise as has happened this month in Europe. We
already have more than 9, 000 deceased people in this country and thousands of those infected.
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Here the semesters are just the opposite from Japan, we finished the autumn semester without
completing it but most public colleges will start in a remote based learning now in August.
When we talk about private colleges they did not stop, otherwise they moved to a virtual
based learning. In Brazil the best universities are public and as they are public there
is a big concern about not excluding anyone that can afford technical conditions to have
elearning. Brasilia s University will give new computers to needy students
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The whole semester was online, all lectures were replaced with screencasts, the
complementary tutoring classes to the lectures also online without a webcam. The university
hasn’ t reduced the semester fee as far as I know, which is disappointing since we haven’ t
been able to access the university.
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Some exams are online through a platform and some (all of my exams) take place at the
university, with more rooms and lecture halls offered to have as little students in one
room as possible. It was the first time I got to see my professors and even fellow students
in real life in a long time. The entrance to the university is controlled and you have to
wear a mask if you’ re inside. It’s really surreal to be there during the pandemic, as it
is completely empty. One is usually used to see the university full of life, of students

chatting, going from one class to the other, eating, student organizations selling drinks



and cakes, posters of events everywhere...

(A 3E) FHIR ORI 72 > THID TR LT, MO THER OB Z Rz, HATHIZ 90 IHRED
HLHDOTIERNTL L 97?2

In biology, we have every semester experimental courses to complete. For example this
semester, I had a practical experimental physics course, a practical microscope course for
botanic and a botanical identification course. All of these had their content reduced to
fit the semesters needs, as it had to take place online. For physics, we made use of household
items (like dish soap or brooms) to conduct physical experiments. For the microscope course,
as we were not able to microscope, we had pictures of the cells to be observed on the
microscope sent to us, and only had to draw and label these, no use of microscope. For the
botanical identification course, normally we would have to identify plants in the forest
next to the university, collect them, press them, and complete a herbarium. Now, we only
had to collect half as many plants, and it was all done without supervision of the professors
and the tutors. I am glad I got to complete those practical courses still, but a bit
disappoint

ed as it was a reduced “experience”
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The library in my university opened about a month after the semester started, only to pick
up books that were pre—ordered online. My library has a service of borrowing books and giving
them back with automated services, so it really helped put into place a temporary lending
system for students. A lot of literature was also converted into e—books or photocopies
for students. A month ago, the university also put in place a pre-reservation of seats in
the library to come and study, in two shifts per day. I myself have not used it yet, as
I feel very comfortable at home.
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The university also offered small amounts of money to students in desperate economical
situations and free appointments with the university s psychotherapists, I myself booked
an appointment, and it really helped.
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As for student interaction, most student groups and organizations have switched to online
reunions or not at all. The biological student organization created a group on a
communication platform called Discord, and organized weekly meetings to keep organizing
the welcome week for first semester students next semester. Overall, the university managed

the situation in a clever way, but the contact between students is almost non—existent and



I miss that a lot.
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